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Mission: The Leland D. Case Library preserves and promotes the history of the Black Hills, South Dakota, and the Northern Great 
Plains.  We collect historical materials and provide professional collection care.  We are service oriented and assist with the research 
needs of the University, the community, and the world.

From the Black Hills National Forest Collection

Help us save our history
These links below are to the Society of American Archivists pamphlets on 
donating your personal papers or business records to an archive. Please 
consider donating your historical photographs, scrapbooks, diaries, personal 
and family papers, and business or organizational records relating to the 
history of the Black Hills to the Case Library (or another favored archives or 
museum). http://bit.ly/tJHmg6      http://bit.ly/w0FrMZ
Follow us on facebook 
 http://www.facebook.com/CaseLibrary

Highlighted Resource:  The Walrus
The Walrus was a newspaper 

published for the Employees of 
the Black Hills Ordinance Depot, 
Igloo, S.D. It was printed from 
December 7, 1951, until January 23, 
1958. There was a hiatus between 
October 28, 1955, and February 14, 
1957. The publisher of The Walrus 

was the Civilian Welfare Fund 
Council.  Initially it was a bi-weekly 
publication; February 22, 1952, it 
became a weekly publication. The 
first printer of The Walrus was the 
Custer Chronicle. Hills Printing Co. 
of Hill City took over as the printer 
April 4, 1952.  April 29, 1955, was the 
last issue published by the Civilian 
Welfare Council. Concessionaire 
Anderson’s Inc. took over 
publishing responsibility and 
their first issue was published 
May 6, 1955.  
Case Library holds issues of 
The Walrus from vol. 1, no. 1, 
December 7, 1951, until vol. 4,  
no. 44 October 28, 1955. 
Publications preceding             

The Walrus include Black Hills 
News published by the Hot Springs 
Evening Star, the Provo Peeper and 
Igloo Magazine. Case Library also 
holds copies of the Igloo Magazine. 
Other materials related to the Black 
Hills Ordinance Depot include:  
The BHODian yearbook from 1945; 
the Fall River Historical Society 
Papers; and the book Igloo: A History 
of the Black Hills Ordinance Depot 
written by the Igloo Area History 
Committee. For more information on 
The Walrus, see the Igloo, S.D., Black 
Hills Ordinance Site at  
http://bit.ly/TPfAdm 
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Written by Roberta Sago & Beshka Ringstad 

The Edith Hoy Peterson 
Collection contains four boxes 
of documents, photographs, 
and artifacts related to Mount 
Rushmore, Keystone, S.D., and 
the Hoy family. In addition to the 
boxes there are two very special 
items. They are the first edition of 
the Rapid City Journal discussed in 
this newsletter and a small wooden 
table that was taken up to Mount 
Rushmore and used by President 
Calvin Coolidge when he signed 
the dedication of the monument.  
Other interesting items include two 
Eastern Star Receipts signed by 
Carrie Ingalls of Little House on the 
Prairie fame, unique photographs, 
and a glass flask and glass medicine 
bottle used in Hoy’s pharmacy in 
Keystone.

Edith Hoy was 
born on December 
1, 1901, to Thomas 
and Nella Hoy.  
Edith “Nan” (Hoy) 
Peterson was a 
lifelong resident of 
Keystone. Her father 
owned and operated 
Hoy’s Drug Store 
in Keystone, which 
included a pool hall 
and boasted the only telephone in 
town. Edith briefly attended the 
Spearfish Normal Teacher’s College 
until her mother fell ill.

Edith married Bert Peterson 
at Newcastle, Wyo., in 1925, with 
whom she had five children named 
Helen, Patricia, John, Kathleen, 
and Thomas. Bert mined at the 
Etta mine and died in 1971. Edith 
and Bert’s son Thomas ran a 

newsstand called “Thommie’s 
Newsstand,” with which 
Edith helped him.
 A  historian, Edith possessed 
a copy of the first issue of the 
Rapid City Journal, which 
the founder, Joseph Gossage, 
gave her father. In 1982 the 
Rapid City Journal held a 
contest in conjunction with 
the city centennial celebration 
to see who had the oldest 
copy of the newspaper. Edith 
won first place for possessing 
the oldest newspaper; this 
honor included a $100 U.S. 
Savings Bond. On her 94th 
birthday, December 1, 1996, 
Edith cashed the savings 
bond for fear that she would 
not live much longer. Edith 

was named a lifetime member 
of the Keystone Area Historical 
Society in 1983.

Edith died on Saturday, March 
1, 1997, at the age of 95. As a 
lifelong resident of Keystone, she 
remembered all the fires, floods, 
and colorful characters of the town.  
She was the last living person to 
recall the madam, Bismarck Annie 
and “her girls” at The Palace, 
which was located very close to 
her home. Her mother chided her 
for associating with “the girls,” 
but she did not fully understand 
why. Edith is also remembered for 
carrying the American flag with the 
suffragette movement. At the age 
of 94 she accomplished a lifelong 
desire to ride on a Harley Davidson 
motorcycle. She was known for her 
keen sense of social justice.

Many of her memories are 
preserved in the Edith Hoy 
Peterson Collection. This collection 
was given to the Case Library by 
Susan Tally-Johnson and other 
decedents of Edith Hoy Peterson.  
For a complete list of the items in 
the collection see the collection 
guide on the Case Library webpage.  
http://bit.ly/RFNxNk

Happy Holidays to our readers, supporters, and donors
Highlighted Collection: Edith Hoy Peterson Collection

http://bit.ly/RFNxNk


Two students receive Friends of Case Library Scholarships
Each year the Friends of Case Library award two 

scholarships for freshman History majors. This year’s 
scholarship recipients are Ian Gunderson from Piedmont, 
S.D. and Ashley Ruegg from Gering, Neb. All scholarship 
winners were acknowledged at a reception November 15th. 

Ashley is a graduate of Gering High School majoring 
in History Education with a minor in Spanish. She was 
drawn to history by a longtime interest in the past and 
cultures which she finds fascinating. Her favorite period 
of history is the Renaissance because of all the discoveries 
and inventions made at that time. She says that she chose 
Black Hills State University because she loves the Spearfish 
area and that it is close enough that she can go home on 
weekends. Early American Indian History and Culture is 
her favorite class this semester. In her free time she enjoys 
reading and taking walks. She is also a part of the BH 
History Club and is very involved with the Girl Scouts. She 
plans to teach History and Spanish in high school and one 
day at the college level.

A graduate of Sturgis Brown High School, Ian says 
he chose Black Hills State University because one of his 
teachers spoke highly of Black Hills State University as a 
“remarkable school for History”. He is a History major; his 
interest in History is inspired by hearing his uncles talk 

Local Happenings  
 Trees and Trains Exhibit at South Dakota State Railroad Museum.  Friday, November 23rd through Monday, December 31st. 
South Dakota State Railroad Museum, Hill City, South Dakota. For more information contact: Rick Mills, Director. Phone: 605-574-9000; 
Cell: 605-877-6629     sdsrrm@gmail.com      http://bit.ly/UE0b20

 The 1875 Gallery will be hosting a book signing for Paul Horsted Dec. 14 at 7 p.m.  The gallery is located at 109 N. 3rd St. in 
Sundance, Wyo.  Paul will be giving a slide presentation about his new book Yellowstone Yesterday & Today. 

 Spearfish Area Historical Society meets the First Tuesday of each month.  A list of their speakers is available at http://bit.ly/T48UJw

 The Lawrence County Historical County Quarterly Meeting will be January 20, 2013, 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. at the Homestake Adams 
Research and Cultural Center.  Lunch is at noon followed by a presentation. The tentative program is on the Fassbender Photographs.

 The West River History Conference theme for 2013 will be War on the plains: conflict over the years.  The theme will be officially announced 
in their newsletter the beginning of 2013. They will be accepting paper proposals at wrhc@shebbytours.com. The 2013 conference will be 
October 3-5 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Rapid City.
 
 The Center for Western Studies at Augustana College calls for Papers for 45th Annual Dakota Conference. The theme this year is 
The Spanish Northern Plains; conference dates are April 26-27, 2013. For more information see the CWS website http://bit.ly/SYQyHIb  

 The 2012 Rose Hill Cemetery Walk happened on Saturday, September 29th. This was the second year of what is expected to be an 
annual event. Photos from the walk can be viewed at http://bit.ly/ZTbKU4 

 The American Association of State and Local History bestowed an Award of Merit on The Homestake Adams Research and Cultural 
Center at their conference in Salt Lake City in October. Congratulations HARCC.

about the different wars they were in and what 
they had seen. His favorite period of History is 
the American Civil War and the expansion of the 
west. America Before Columbus with Professor 
Kelly Kirk is his favorite class this semester. His 
free time is dedicated to his studies. His career 
goals are to be a National Park Tour Guide, a 
Historian, or a teacher.

How to donate to the scholarship
Donations to the Friends of Case Library 
Scholarship can be sent to:

University Advancement
Black Hills State University
1200 University, Unit 9506
Spearfish, SD  57799-9056

Please make checks payable to the BHSU 
Foundation.  Let them know that the gift is for the 
Friends of Case Library Scholarship.  Or you can 
donate online at: http://bit.ly/RFNAsG

How to apply for the scholarship
To apply for scholarships, students can go to the 
online application form http://bit.ly/SPURVn

mailto:sdsrrm@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/T48UJw
http://bit.ly/SYQyHIb
http://bit.ly/ZTbKU4
http://bit.ly/RFNAsG
http://bit.ly/SPURVn


Case Library co-hosted presentation by honored
alumni Jerome Greene

More than 70 people attended a 
presentation on the 1890 Wounded 
Knee Massacre by Jerome Greene, 
a 1968 BHSU graduate. Greene 
read excerpts from his manuscript 
including first-hand survivor 
accounts obtained from his research. 
The presentation, part of the Swarm 
Week festivities, was sponsored by 
the BHSU Alumni Office and the 
Case Library for Western Historical 
Studies. Greene was one of several 
alumni honored this homecoming.

Greene is the author of many 
articles, books, contributed chapters, 
reviews, and government reports 

pertaining to Indian-white relations 
in the trans-Mississippi West and 
other aspects of American History 
and cultural resources preservation. 
His latest project focused on 
Wounded Knee. “I felt it was a good 
time and opportunity to plunge 
into Wounded Knee,” Greene said 
adding that it’s been a study he’s 
been totally absorbed in for the last 
11 years. “It’s a troubling story.”

Greene enrolled in the United 
States Army after graduating high 
school in Watertown, New York. 
He then went on to further his 
education, earning his bachelor’s 

degree in history education from 
Black Hills State University and 
his master’s degree in history from 
the University of South Dakota. He 
also completed doctoral work in 
American History at the University 
of Oklahoma.

Greene officially retired in 
2007 but continues his love of 
writing and making appearances 
around the nation speaking about 
history. Greene has been a part of 
numerous history projects including 

The Black Hills Historian
(The Case Library newsletter)

Contact info
Case Library is located on the second 
floor of the E.Y. Berry Library-
Learning Center on the campus of 
Black Hills State University.
Hours are typically 9 a.m. to  
12 noon and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. and may 
vary depending on staff availability.  
Appointments aren’t necessary, but 
if you are making a special trip to 
campus call (605) 642-6361 to make 
sure we are here.  You can also 
contact Bobbi at 
Roberta.Sago@BHSU.edu.

Leland D. Case Library for Western 
Historical Studies:

Black Hills State University
1200 University, Unit 9676
Spearfish, SD  57799-9676
605-642-6361
Roberta.Sago@BHSU.edu

Case Library web pages
www.BHSU.edu/Case

Friends of Case Library web page 

www.BHSU.edu/Case Click on 
Friends of Case Library on left menu

Continued to next page 

Black Hills State University alumni (Class of 1968) and author Jerome Greene delivered a 
presentation on the 1890 Wounded Knee Massacre during the 2012 Swarm Week festivities.

mailto:?subject=
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www.BHSU.edu/Case
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Roberta Sago,
Special Collections

Librarian

I am thrilled to have three 
experienced student workers who 
returned to Case Library this fall. I 
also have two volunteers who come 
in year round and one that works for 
several weeks during the summer.

The two major projects that 
we are working on are getting 
more images loaded into Digital 
Library South Dakota (DLSD) and 
rearranging materials to utilize 
the additional space Case Library 
received last spring. We’ve added 
more than 328 items for a grand total 
of over 641 items in DLSD. http://
bit.ly/Su3Fjo   Images 
were added to the BHSU 
Archives, Black Hills 
National Forest, and the 
W.R. Cross collections.  
Many of the newly added 
Black Hills National Forest 
Collection photos deal 
with the construction of 
the Harney Peak Lookout 
Tower. A couple of the 
photographs are shown here. 

Over the summer I had 
a lot of assistance from the 
BHSU Facilities Services 
moving heavy items around 

our expanded space. I’ve been able 
to consolidate most of the University 
Archives material into one room 
rather than being located in six 
places. This has given us expanded 
space for 
shelving books in 
Case Library and 
a great deal more 
space for storing 
new materials 
as they come in. 
Also two display 
cases of E.Y. 
Berry Papers 
items are more 
easily accessible 
for viewing.  

We received 
a very special gift this fall. It is a 

framed copy of 
the first issue of 
the Rapid City 
Journal. Further 
information on 
this gift is in 
another article in 
this issue. This 
is an addition 
to the Edith 
Hoy Peterson 
Collection, 
which is our 
“Highlighted 
Collection” in 
this issue.

Other donations delivered this 
summer include: additional material 
for the Bob Lee Papers, South 
Dakota and Queen City Literacy 
Council Records, and an addition of 

photographs to the Joseph Douda 
Collection. The example shown here 
is of the Black Hills Power and Light 
Company Power House in Kirk, S.D. 
taken August 3, 1983. 

One accomplishment that was 
a long time in coming is that we 
now have lockers in the reading 
room. Lockers are provided so 
that researchers can store their 
belongings while using the reading 
room. For security reasons patrons 
are not allowed take their bags 
and coats to the tables. Patrons 
have often chaffed at leaving their 

Case Library updates

completing a special reconnaissance study of Indian-U.S. Army Battlefields of the Northern Plains 
for the American Battlefield Protection Program and conducting oral history interviews with 
Pearl Harbor survivors for the USS Arizona Memorial. He is a member of the boards of editors 
for South Dakota History, Montana: The Magazine of Western History, and the Campaigns and 
Commanders Series by the University of Oklahoma Press.

The Case Library was honored to have Mr. Greene agree to this presentation, and is very 
pleased to have him as a Friend.

Continued from previous page 

Continued on next page 

Badger Clare and unidentified woman 
on the Harney Peak Lookout Tower.

Masons at work on the Harney 
Peak Lookout Tower.

Black Hills Power and Light Company Power House in Kirk, S.D.

Jerome Greene

Case Library co-hosted presentation by honored alumni Jerome Greene

http://bit.ly/Su3Fjo
http://bit.ly/Su3Fjo


personal possession at the coatrack 
and out of their control, which is an 
understandable concern.

In April the student Rock 
Climbing Club sponsored the first 
BHSU Outdoor Week celebration. I 
provided a slide show highlighting 
some of the relevant collections and 
photographs in Case Library. The 
slide show is available as a YouTube 
video at http://bit.ly/PXfMJe.

My crew and I continue to toil 
away and hope to have plenty 
of progress to report in our next 
newsletter. Stay tuned!

Continued from previous page 

Case Library updates

The Case Library is saddened 
by the loss of a longtime Friend 
and donor. On November 21st, 
2012, Donald Perry Howe passed 
away; he was 99 years of age. Don 
was a native of Hot Springs, S.D., 
where he graduated with honors 
from Hot Springs High School 
in 1930.  He spent a year as a 
salesman and printers devil for the 
Hot Springs Star. He attended the 
University of Colorado from 1931 
to 1935 where he studied pre-law. 
He then returned to South Dakota 
and settled in Lead where he met 
and married Elizabeth Coolidge; 
they had one daughter, Jane. He 
first worked for Homestake Mining 
Company as a laborer in the 
metallurgy department.

Don’s career at Homestake 
was interrupted by World War 
II. He left Lead to work for the 
American Red Cross as a field 
director. He then served in the 

U.S. Army serving in Europe both 
as an enlisted man and an officer. 
When he returned in 1946, he went 
back to work for Homestake as 
their public relations director. Later 
he became director of the services 
division and then public affairs 
director. Don produced all company 
internal and external publications 
and visual and audio advertising. 
He handled Homestake’s extensive 
scholarship programs, contribution 
and membership programs, and 
administered the Homestake tours 
non-profit organization. He retired 
from Homestake in 1978 and then 
went on to hold the position of 
Interim Director of Development 
at Black Hills State University. Don 
was also instrumental in helping get 
the High Plains Western Heritage 
Museum off the ground. He held the 
position as their treasurer for eight 
years.

In 1962 Don married Kathleen 
“Tommy” Driscoll Christenson.  
They enjoyed 48 years together.  
Their combined family included 
four daughters. In addition to 
Don’s vast participation in civic 
activities, he was an avid sports fan.

Don was a member of the 
Friends of Case Library since the 
beginning of the Library. Over the 
years he has donated many books, 
journals, and other items to the 
Case Library to support out mission 
of preserving and promoting the 
history of the Black Hills and the 
Northern Plains. Many of the 
items are related specifically to 
Homestake. One item of note is a 
run of their journal Sharp Bits. For 
a time, Don was the Director of the 
Friends of Case Library. Through 
his support of the Case Library and 
the High Plains Heritage center, 
Don did much to assure that the 
story of the region will be told. 

Don Howe, Friend of Case Library, Passes Away

Be the first to know: If you would like to receive the newsletter electronically, please send an email to Roberta.Sago@BHSU.edu.  
Please put “Black Hills Historian” in the subject line. We won’t give or sell your address. We will just send you the twice a year newsletter 
and announcements of Case Library events.

The E.Y. Berry Library-Learning 
Center turned 40 years old this fall. 
The library was constructed during 
the summer and fall of 1972. It was 
completed in November of that year.  
Black Hills State College officially 
accepted the building on December 
1, 1972. The staff moved in over the 
Christmas break and the library 
opened for the beginning of the 
spring semester 1973.

Happy 40th 
Birthday!

http://bit.ly/PXfMJe
mailto:?subject=


Case Library in the news:
Family with longtime BHSU connection donates first edition of Black Hills Journal

The first edition of the Black 
Hills Journal, the original name of 
the Rapid City Journal, has found a 
permanent home in Black Hills State 
University’s Leland B. Case Library 
of Western Studies.      

A family whose connection to 
Black Hills State University dates 
nearly a century recently donated 
the first edition of the Black Hills 
Journal, the original name of the 
Rapid City Journal, to Black Hills 
State University. 

The publication, dated Jan. 5, 
1878, was recently donated to the 
University by Patricia Peterson 
Meyers. The paper was passed 
down to Myers from her mother, 
the late Edith Hoy Peterson. 
“The family believed BHSU was 
a place where people could see 
the paper and where it would be 
preserved,” according to Steve 
Meeker, vice president of University 
Advancement. 

The newspaper was uncovered 
in 1982 when the Rapid City Journal 

held a contest for the oldest 
newspaper in observation of the 
city’s Centennial celebration. 
Peterson searched her father’s 
collection of old newspapers and 
discovered the Vol.1 No. 1 of the 
Black Hills Journal.  The paper 
includes a faded signature, “for 
Mr. Hoy.” According to the 1982 
Rapid City Journal article, Peterson 
believed the newspaper was a 
gift from the Journal founder and 
publisher Joseph Gossage to her 
father Thomas Hoy, a friend of 
the Gossages. The front page of 
the Journal contains a report of the 
Ladies Home Society’s Christmas 
festival, updates on the social 
lives of the townspeople, and the 
newspaper’s first police blotter 
reporting the theft of a horse. 

The newspaper is a great 
addition to an already spectacular 
collection, according to Bobbi Sago, 
BHSU special collections librarian 
and archivist. “It’s a really great 
piece for the students to see – it 

really makes history 
come alive.”

Peterson’s connection 
to BHSU began in 
the early 1900s when 
she was a student 
at Spearfish Normal 
School. Since then, four 
of her 10 grandchildren 
have earned degrees 
from BHSU including 
Peterson’s granddaughter 
Susan Talley-Johnson, a 
1970 BHSU graduate. 
 A decade ago, 
Talley-Johnson donated 
more than 100 historical 

items to the University including 
original postcards from the Black 
Hills region as well as postcards sent 
to the family from around the world, 
antique artifacts from the family’s 
pharmacy business, and other news 
clippings. Also, included in this 
collection is a small wooden writing 
table that former President Calvin 
Coolidge used to sign the dedication 
of Mt. Rushmore 85 years ago, Sago 
said. A Mt. Rushmore dedication 
booklet, also in the collection, shows 
the table next to Coolidge during 
the dedication. Another significant 
piece is a framed photo of the bust of 
Mt. Rushmore signed and dated by 
Guzton Borglum. 
 Sago said the collection also 
includes two receipts made out to 
Alice Brush Hoy from the Eastern 
Star Society. The receipts are signed 
by Carrie Ingalls Swanzey, the 
younger sister of Laura Ingalls 
Wilder who authored the Little House 
on the Prairie books.
 The newspaper will likely be 
displayed in the reading room, 
Sago said. She hopes to eventually 
have an exhibit of the entire Edith 
Hoy Peterson Collection. “It’s a 
great collection to have available for 
researchers and anyone interested in 
Black Hills history,” she said. 
 For additional information see 
this Rapid City Journal article. 
http://bit.ly/UJfDpM 

Pictured, left to right, are Steve Meeker, vice president of 
University Advancement; Patricia Peterson Meyers; Susan 
Talley-Johnson, a 1970 BHSU graduate and Edith Peterson’s 
granddaughter; and Rich Loose, systems librarian, E.Y. Berry 
Library Learning Center.  

Follow Us!
The Leland D. Case 
Library for Western 
Historical Studies is
on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/CaseLibrary

http://bit.ly/UJfDpM
http://www.facebook.com/CaseLibrary


Leland D. Case Library
Black Hills State University
1200 University Street, Unit 9676
Spearfish, SD  57799-9676

Friends of Case Library
Join Today!

□  Annual Individual: $10

Name: ______________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________

Address:
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Phone: (home) _______________________
(cell) _______________________________

E-mail:
____________________________________

Please return to:
Dr. David Wolff, Friends of Case Library
Black Hills State University
1200 University St., Unit 9676
Spearfish, SD 57799-9676

From the Archives 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Young Republican 
meeting in 
Spearfish, 1960, 
published in 1961 
Eociha.


