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{             }Mission: The Leland D. Case Library preserves and promotes the history of the Black Hills, South Dakota, 
and the Northern Great Plains. We collect historical materials and provide professional collection care.
We are service oriented and assist with the research needs of the University, the community, and the world.

Case Library receives William J. Collins 
Collection of Glass Plate Negatives  

The Leland D. Case Library received 
the William J. Collins Collection of glass 
plate negatives from the Arvada Center 
for the Arts and Humanities in Arvada, 
CO.  William J. Collins was a frontier 
photographer who had a studio in Rapid 
City in the Lakota Block. The photographs 
date from the late 19th Century until about 
1933 when Collins retired. The Arvada 
Center acquired the collection a number of 
years ago. They recently decided that the 
collection doesn’t serve their mission and 

felt returning the collection to the Black 
Hills was appropriate and offered them as 
a gift to Case Library.

In July, the collection was transported 
back to Spearfish. The collection consists 
of 71 boxes of glass plate negatives, 81 
framed prints, and four boxes of film 
negatives made from the glass negatives. 
Selected framed prints will be on display 
in the Ruddell Gallery in the BHSU 
Student Union Spring Semester 2017.  
Then all framed prints will be displayed on 

the second floor of the E. Y. Berry Library. 
Watch for further information on their 
availability.

Help us preserve our history:
 These links are to the Society of 
American Archivists pamphlets on 
donating your personal papers or 
business records to an archive.
 Please consider donating your 
historical photographs, scrapbooks, 
diaries, personal and family papers, 
and business or organizational 
records relating to the history of the 
Black Hills to the Case Library (or 
another favored archives or museum).  
 http://bit.ly/tJHmg6 
 http://bit.ly/w0FrMZ

Minnekata Hotel, Hot Springs from the William J. Collins Collection.

Mount Rushmore National Memorial from the Linfred Schuttler Collection.

Livery and Feed Stable from the 
William J. Collins Collection.



Case Library Updates

This has been a very busy year 
here in Case Library. In August, Black 
Hills National Forest Project Archivist, 
Anna Gaffey and her family moved to 
Minnesota. Karen Holzer, of Spearfish 
was hired to take over the position.  
Prior to Anna’s departure she and 
Karen were able to spend a couple of 
days together to make the change of 
staff go more smoothly. Karen has a 
long time interest in history and many 
years of administrative experience 
making her a valuable addition to the 
Case Library Staff. Karen also works 
at the High Plains Heritage Center 
as an Accessions Coordinator and is 
newly appointed to the West River 
History Conference Board.

We had a very productive 
summer. I had two student workers, 
McLain Wunschel and Kendall 
Murie for 40 hours a week.  Kendall 
worked on scanning the photographs 
in the Watson Parker Ghost Town 
Notebooks. He completed scanning 
over 2,500 images. McLain worked 

on a variety of projects.  She finished 
a number of finding aids to post 
online. We now have finding aids 
or descriptions for almost all of our 
200 manuscript collections online. 
See them at bit.ly/1RQj0g0.  She also 
scanned materials from the Joseph R. 
Douda Black Hills Railroading 
Collection. She completed the 
metadata on these items and we 
uploaded them to DLSD  
bit.ly/2elmwzX. She then moved on to 
working on the metadata for  
the Watson Parker photographs  
bit.ly/2e24JP9.  bit.ly/2e7fssN

Last spring student workers 
installed two new exhibits in the cases 
outside the Case Library. One was 
done by Ian Gunderson showcasing 
materials on the National Park Service 
in Case Library in honor of the 100th 
Anniversary of the National Park 
Service. The other, called “We are still 
here: Learning about Native American 
culture through legends, history, and 
treaty rights,” was created by Ellie 
Froschmayer.

This year has been a banner 
year for visitors to Case Library. 

Spring semester Cody Lawson, from 
Education, and Kelly Kirk, from 
History brought in one class each for 
a total of 37 students on tours. This 
fall semester Jace DeCory brought in 
11 students from her Siouan Culture 
Class, Jason Daniels brought in 11 
from his Historiography class and 
Cody Lawson brought in 33 students 
in her on campus K-8 Social Science 
Methods Class.  

In August we had a visit from 
the Aladdin Home Makers club. 
Eight women visited for a tour and 
examined materials from several 
Extension Club Records. If you are 
counting, that is an even 100 folks 
touring Case Library. In addition, 
I took “my show on the road” and 
visited Cody Lawson’s Rapid City K-8 
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Contact info
Case Library is located on the second 
floor of the E.Y. Berry Library-
Learning Center on the campus of 
Black Hills State University.
Hours are now 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Appointments aren’t necessary, but 
if you are making a special trip to 
campus, call (605) 642-6361 to make 
sure we are here. You can also contact 
Bobbi at Roberta.Sago@BHSU.edu.

Leland D. Case Library for Western 
Historical Studies:

Black Hills State University
1200 University, Unit 9676
Spearfish, SD  57799-9676
605-642-6361
Roberta.Sago@BHSU.edu

Case Library Web Pages
http://iis.bhsu.edu/lis/specColl/

Friends of Case Library Web Page 

http://iis.bhsu.edu/lis/specColl/
friendsOfCase.cfm Click on Friends 
of Case Library on left menu.

By Bobbi Sago
Special Collections Librarian/Archivist

Bethlehem Cave - an a-frame building from 1976 from the Watson Parker 
Ghost Town Notebooks.

Continued on page 3
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Social Science Methods class. There 
were 18 students in this class. I gave 
them an overview of Case Library and 
reviewed the Special Collections web 
pages. The students then reviewed 
the primary source material that I’d 

Dr. Cody Lawson and students examine 
documents.

Cody Lawson’s Class examine Native 
American Artifacts. Aladdin Home Makers

Aladdin Home Makers

Case Library Updates Continued from page 2

Continued on page 4
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Local happenings
 
Spearfish Area Historical Society – Monthly programs,  
 bit.ly/T48UJw 

Lawrence County Historical Society – for upcoming events  
 see their webpage bit.ly/151Fbs4 

South Dakota State Railroad Museum – for upcoming  events  
 see their webpage bit.ly/UE0b20 

Deadwood History, Inc. – Preservation Thursdays, for upcoming 
 events see their webpage bit.ly/16NKvQ6 

taken and completed 
their assignment on 
how they might use 
them in class. Through 
these visits I got to talk 
to 118 people about 
Case Library and our 
collections.

In addition, I spoke 
to about 25 members 
of the Rapid City 
Genealogical Society 
at the Faith Lutheran 
Church in Rapid City 
in July. I also gave the 
same presentation at 
the West River History 
Conference in Rapid 
City in October. Two 
other Case Library staff 
members also spoke at 
the conference.

Karen Holzer gave  
the same presentation 
on digitizing the Black 
Hills National Forest 
Historical Collection 
titled, “BHNF goes 
DLSD at BHSU.” 
Student worker, Ellie 
Froschmayer, gave 



Case Library Updates Continued from page 3

her paper titled, “Crazy Horse in 
American Memory.” Work continues 
on reframing the Lyndle Dunn 
artwork.  As mentioned in the last 
issue 40 plus years had compromised 
the acidic maps and frames.  So we 
took on the enormous project of 
reframing more than 120 works of 
art.  Working with Steve Babbitt, 
photography professor in the Mass 
Communications department, we 
hired his student Rich Walbe to do the 
reframing and curate the collection.  
Rich is making steady progress toward 
getting the artwork reframed and 
rehung.  Watch for further information 
about completion of this project. Rich Walbe reframing Lyndle Dunn artwork.

Ellie Froschmayer

Case Library Adds Two New Collections Online 
This summer the Case 

Library made two more 
collections on DLSD (Digital 
Library South Dakota). 
One, is the Watson Parker 
Ghost Town Notebooks. 
There are currently 2,881 
images in the Watson Parker 
Collection and we continue 
to add images. The other is 
the Joseph R. Douda Black 
Hills Railroading Collection. 
There are 173 items in the 
Douda collection.  These 
items include: photographs, 
valuation maps, architectural 
drawings,  and other 
assorted documents.  The 
Douda Collection contains 
approximately 30 larger maps 
and drawings which will be 
scanned and added to the 
collection. 

Mechanical drawing - Work train caboose - CB&Q (Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad) -1929
from the Watson Parker Collection.
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Helpful links:

Watson Parker Ghost Town Notebooks   bit.ly/2e24JP9

Joseph R. Douda Black Hills Railroading Collection   bit.ly/2elmwzX



Forts, Wars and Treaties on the Northern Plains

If you have an interest in Western 
History, especially in those events 
that happened on the Northern 
Plains, then mark your calendar for 
June 1, 2 & 3. The Case Library for 
Western Historical Studies and the 
Fort Meade Cavalry Museum are 
sponsoring a symposium and tour 
that will highlight this region’s rich 
history.

Titled “Forts, Wars and Treaties on 
the Northern Plains,” the symposium 
will open Thursday evening, June 1, 
with a reception in Black Hills State 
University’s Joy Center, sponsored 
by Dr. Tom Jackson, Jr., BHSU 
President. The program Friday 
will feature seven experts who will 
address a variety of topics, but 

with an emphasis on Indian-White 
conflicts and treaties. The presenters 
will include scholars Paul Hedren, 
Eli Paul, Donovin Sprague, Mike 
Her Many Horses, Randy Kane, 
and Paul Higbee. Jerome A. Greene, 
a 2015 recipient of an Honorary 
Doctorate Degree from BHSU, will 
give a keynote luncheon address. 
These presentations will be followed 
by a tour of the Case Library and 
a book signing. Then on Saturday, 
symposium participants will tour 
Fort Meade, including the museum 
and cemetery, followed by a visit 
to Bear Butte. Local experts Randy 
Bender and Jace DeCory will 
facilitate the visits at these locations.

This symposium will give the 
Case Library and the Fort Meade 
Cavalry Museum the opportunity 
to highlight their efforts at 

preserving and interpreting this 
region’s rich history. In particular, 
the Case Library has a number of 
excellent collections and anticipates 
expanding its holdings in the years 
to come. This symposium will help 
spread the word about the Library.

Beyond the Case Library and 
the Fort Meade Cavalry Museum, 
others sponsors critical to the 
symposium’s success include,  the 
Deadwood Historic Preservation 
Commission, Dr. Tom Jackson, Jr., 
BHSU President, and the E.Y. Berry 
Library-Learning Center.

More details will soon be 
available. If you have questions, 
please contact Dr. David Wolff at  
David.Wolff@BHSU.edu or 
Bobbi Sago at 605-642-6361. The 
Symposium web site is available at 
BHSU.edu/CaseLibrarySymposium.
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By Dr. David Wolff



Biking Through History on the Mickelson Trail

Twelve hearty and generous 
souls participated in a fundraiser 
bicycle ride in support of the 

Cook presents undergraduate research 

Follow Us!  

The Leland D. Case Library for 
Western Historical Studies is on 
Facebook! 

facebook.com/CaseLibrary

Hugh Cook, a senior in Mass 
Communications and History 

presented his paper, “The History of 
the Mountain Pine Beetle in the Black 

Hills” at the National Conference for 
Undergraduate Research (NCUR) is 
Asheville, NC at the University of 
North Carolina-Asheville. 

He wrote this paper for Kelly 
Kirk’s History of the Black Hills 
class.  His major research source was 
the Black Hills National Historic 
Collection in the Case Library. 
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By Dr. David Wolff
Case Library. The riders covered 12 
miles of the Mickelson Trail, making 
five stops along the way where 
professor emeritus David Wolff 
gave presentations on that location’s 
history. 

Topics included railroads, 
wagon roads, mining activities, and 
armed robberies. The money raised 
will support the activities and 
scholarships of the Case Library. 



Jordan Mullen receives the Friends
of Case Library Freshman Scholarship

Sturgis Brown High School graduate, 
Jordan Mullen from Summerset, S.D., 
is the recipient of the 2016 Friends of 
Case Library Scholarship. Jordan is 
double majoring in History Education and 
Composite Social Science Education with 
a minor in Political Science.

When asked what inspired his interest 
in History, Jordan replied, “My interest 
in history came around in the 6th grade 
during the 2008 election. I always heard 
people talking about John McCain and 
Barack Obama so I decided that I would 
do my own research. That, of course, led 
me to click on link after link on causes 
of the civil war or conspiracies behind 
Lincoln’s assassination. My dad is also 
a military man so he is full of all sorts 
of American history and military history 
and is always sharing those details with 
me. My neighbor, an American Indian 
History professor at BHSU, has always 
been giving me history lessons on history 
of tribes and all that stuff. So it was really 
a combination of family, friends and 
clickbait news articles.” When asked what 
his favorite time period in history is he 
said he doesn’t really have a favorite time 
period, but,  
“if I had to absolutely pick, I’d choose  
1950-1970. This was just a really sketchy 
time in US history and always fun to read 
up on.”

Jordan chose BHSU because it is 
close to home and he has “always been 
a fan of the teaching program” here. 

His favorite class this semester is Early 
American History with Dr. Glover. 
Jordan says that Dr. Glover, “makes it 
10x more interesting.”  When asked what 
he does in his spare time, Jordan says, 
“When I’m not mindlessly finding history 
information, I usually play video games 
with my friends, take naps, make Wal-
Mart runs for something I “need”, and try 
to do a midnight jog at least once a week. 
I’d prefer to be outside hiking or rock 
climbing, but sometimes you just need to 
turn on Netflix and relax.”  Also, he is the 
Head of Nintendo Gaming in the BHSU 
eSports club.

When asked about his career goals, 
Jordan says, “Right now, my goal is 
to become a high school social studies 
teacher. I really want to inspire students 
and turn a dry subject into something 
fun. I, at some point, want to masters 
and doctorate in History and become a 

How to donate to the scholarship
Donations to the Friends of Case Library  Scholarship can be sent to:

University Advancement, Black Hills State University, 
1200 University, Unit 9506, Spearfish, SD  57799-9056

Please make checks payable to the BHSU Foundation. 
 Let them know that the gift is for the Friends of Case Library Scholarship.  
 Or you can donate online at: bit.ly/RFNAsG

How to apply for the scholarship
 To apply for scholarships, students can go to the online  
 application form: bit.ly/SPURVn

Jordan Mullen
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History or Political Science Professor. I 
can see myself running for public office 
down the road.” Jordan is currently a 
student worker at the E. Y. Berry in the 
Circulation Department.

Publication features Case Library photos
Photographs from the Case Library collections are featured in Black Hills Gold 

Rush Towns Volume II written by Jan Cerney and Roberta Sago and published in 
May 2015 by Arcadia Publishing. This is the fourth collaboration between Jan 
and Roberta.

Their previous work, Black Hills National Forest: Harney Peak and the Historic 
Fire Lookout Towers, published in 2011, relied on the Black Hills National Forest 
Historic Collection held by the Case Library.



Friends of Case Library
Join Today!

□  Annual Individual: $10

Name: ______________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________

Address:
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Phone: (home) _______________________
(cell) _______________________________

E-mail:
____________________________________
Please return to:

Bobbi Sago, Special Collections Librarian
Leland D. Case Library
Black Hills State University
1200 University St., Unit 9676
Spearfish, SD 57799-9676

Wind Cave photograph, undated, from the Lesta Turchen Collection.

Leland D. Case Library
Black Hills State University
1200 University Street, Unit 9676
Spearfish, SD  57799-9676

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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