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Mission: The Leland D. Case Library preserves and promotes the history of the Black Hills, South Dakota, 
and the Northern Great Plains. We collect historical materials and provide professional collection care.
We are service oriented and assist with the research needs of the University, the community, and the world.
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Case Library Updates:  

Men Golfing at Spearfish Country Club, 1926 Photograph from the Lown Photograph Collection

From the Archives 

By Bobbi Sago
Special Collections Librarian/Archivist

A new school year has started and 
things are as busy as ever around the 
Case Library and University Archives. 
There have been several big changes. 
First, due to University budget cuts, 
staff hours have been cut and the 
reading room is only scheduled to 
be open 1-5 Monday through Friday. 
Second, long time student workers, 
Jessica Skorheim, Thawney Stottler, and 
Elizabeth Leonhardt have graduated. 
Now employed in the Case Library are 
Emily Jacoway, a junior Environmental 
Physical Science major from Sioux Falls 
and Ian Gunderson, a senior History 
major from Piedmont. Both are excellent 
additions to the Case Library staff.

Over the past year or so I’ve focused 
most of my time on creating better 
access to our manuscript collections 
by creating guides and finding aids for 
them. We have nearly 200 collections 
varying in size from one item to 576 
boxes of material. We have prepared 
guides for 135 of these collections and 
they are or will be available on this web 
page: http://bit.ly/1RQj0g0.  

The E. Y. Berry papers and the 
Black Hills National Forest Historical 

Collection are our largest collections. 
Anna Gaffey prepared the finding 
aid for the Black Hills National Forest 
Historical Collection and it was put 
online last year. Over the summer I 
transcribed the old paper inventory for 
the E. Y. Berry Papers and formatted it to 
be put online as well. It can be browsed 
at http://bit.ly/1Rn4VXZ. A  searchable 
database of the finding aid is available 
at http://bit.ly/1J3X6yX. Berry was the 
South Dakota 2nd District representative 
to the U. S. Congress from 1951-1971. 
This collection contains information on 
a vast array of topics important to both 
South Dakota and the Nation during 
Berry’s 20 years in office. Last spring 
there was an increase in patron use of this 
collection making the need to have the 
finding aid online imperative. 

Another big project that is in process is reframing the Lyndle Dunn artwork 
is located on the second floor of the library. More than 40 years of display left the 
wooden frames brittle and the glass foggy, obscuring the true artistic value of the 
works. BHSU Art Professor, Dave Wilson, is leading this project. There are over 60 
pieces of art and reframing them will take approximately a year. When the project 
is complete I will redo the collection flyer and we will have an opening reception 
for the work.

At graduation in 1971 E. Y. Berry 
received an honorary degree.

Spearfish, South Dakota

http://bit.ly/1J3X6yX
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Case Library Updates Continued from page 1

I continue to work with students 
in BH classes. This semester I gave 
tours and library instruction to Tom 
Arnold’s Historiography class and Jace 
DeCory’s Siouan Culture class. Cody 
Lawson once again brought her K-8 
Social Science Methods class in for a 
tour and a workshop on using primary 
resources in the classroom. 

Anna, our student workers, and I 
continue to add images to the DLSD 
online database. The Black Hills 
National Forest Historical Collections 
online collection has 7,120 items. The 
Archives collection contains 2,295 
items. 

We have received several new 
collections this year. The Elsa Jane 
Scoggin Bunney Collection contains 
photos and artifacts belonging to 
contains photos and artifacts belonging 
to an alumna with a distinguished 
career as a World War II correspondent.

The John Freeman Papers contain 
Freeman’s research for his book Black 
Hills Forestry: a History. 

The Case Library also received the 
Upper Valley Extension Club Records. 
This collection contains the secretary’s 
books, photograph albums, and 
newspaper articles that document the 
club’s activities from 1914-1982. This 
collection complements our Lawrence 
County Extension Office Records and 
the collections from other extension 
clubs that we hold. 

Joanna Jones and Laurie Williams-
Hayes have donated a copy of their 
book, Shakespeare and the Crown Jewel: A 
Story of The Matthews Opera House. 

The Timberlake Historical Society 
and Museum donated the exhibit 
catalog for their art exhibit titled, “Sea 
of Grass”. In addition to showing the 
work, the catalog contains biographies 
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for each of the South Dakota artists 
who created the paintings. To read 
more about the exhibit go to their 
webpage: http://bit.ly/1lMZbdu.  

The BHSU library director, Dr. 
Warren Wilson, has reinvigorated the 
Case Library Committee with new 
members from the community as well 
as from campus. Dr. David Wolff, 
Professor Emeritus is continuing as 
Chair of the committee. Carolyn Weber 
from the Homestake Adams Research 
Cultural Center, and Paul Higbee, local 
historian and writer have agreed to 
serve on the committee. BHSU Faculty 
members on the committee are: Jace 
DeCory (Indian Studies), Adam Bailey 
(Business), Vincent King (English), 
Jason Daniels (History), Cody Lawson 
(Education), and Courtney Huse-Wika 
(English).  
I look forward to working with them 
and moving Case Library forward.

Students examining photographs from the 
W. R. Cross Collection

Students examining a diary

Renowned Historian 
and Author receives 
Honorary Doctorate 

Jerome Greene, esteemed alumnus, renowned 
historian on Frontier Military history and American 
Indian history and award winning author received an 
honorary doctorate at the Fall 2015 Commencement 
Ceremony December, 12th.  
 On Friday December 11th, Greene spoke on his latest work, American 
Carnage: Wounded Knee, 1890, which received the Western Writers of America 
Spur Award for Best Western Historical Nonfiction and was a finalist for 
the 2014 Stubbendieck Great Plains Distinguished Book Award. Jerome 
Greene has designated the Leland D. Case Library as the future home for his 
extensive library and research material.

The Black Hills Historian
(The Case Library Newsletter)

Contact info
Case Library is located on the second 
floor of the E.Y. Berry Library-
Learning Center on the campus of 
Black Hills State University.
Hours are now 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Appointments aren’t necessary, but 
if you are making a special trip to 
campus, call (605) 642-6361 to make 
sure we are here. You can also contact 
Bobbi at Roberta.Sago@BHSU.edu.

Leland D. Case Library for Western 
Historical Studies:

Black Hills State University
1200 University, Unit 9676
Spearfish, SD  57799-9676
605-642-6361
Roberta.Sago@BHSU.edu

Case Library Web Pages
http://iis.bhsu.edu/lis/specColl/

Friends of Case Library Web Page 

http://iis.bhsu.edu/lis/specColl/
friendsOfCase.cfm Click on Friends 
of Case Library on left menu.

Local happenings 

Spearfish Area Historical Society – Monthly programs, http://bit.ly/T48UJw 

 
Lawrence County Historical Society – For upcoming events see their webpage http://bit.ly/151Fbs4 

 
South Dakota Railroad Museum: http://bit.ly/1hTLdzZ

 
South Dakota State Railroad Museum – For upcoming events see their webpage http://bit.ly/UE0b20 

 
Deadwood History, Inc. – Preservation Thursdays, for upcoming events see their webpage http://bit.ly/16NKvQ6 

 
The West River History Conference – Sharpen your pencils and tell us your story. The 24th Annual West River History 
Conference will be held October 13-15, 2016, at the Best Western Ramkota in Rapid City. The keynote theme of the 
conference is Commemorating 100 years of the National Park Service. However, paper proposals on any topic relating to 
the Black Hills and West River South Dakota are welcome. The WRHC will be taking proposals beginning early in 2016. 
General information on the Conference is available at:  https://wrhcsd.wordpress.com/. 

Black Hills National Forest Historical Collection Continued from page 6

Authors of the Matthews Opera House Children’s 
Book Utilize Case Library Resources

Authors, Joanna Jones and Laurie Williams Hayes utilized the Case Library resources 
in researching their recent children’s book Shakespeare and the Crown Jewel: A story of The 
Matthews Opera House, written on behalf of the Matthews Opera House. In this book, a 
trio of children audition for parts in a children’s theatre version of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream by William Shakespeare. The history of The Matthews Opera House is woven into 
the story and supported with final pages in scrapbook format. Laurie Hays is also the 
illustrator of the book. It is available at the Matthews Opera House for $20 plus tax. 

A Story of The Matthews Opera House By Joanna Jones and Laurie Williams-Hayes
Illustrated by Laurie Williams-Hayes

Copyright 2015

After processing, the collection 
comprises 200 cubic feet of materials.  
 This includes manuscript material 
such as books, records, correspondence, 
newspapers, scrapbooks, journals, and 
pamphlets. 

The collection also contains 
microfilm, photographs, film, negatives, 
slides (lantern and 35mm), reel-to-reel 
audio, video and audio recordings, 
artifacts, and oversized architectural 
and cartographic materials such as 
quadrangle maps, blueprints, and forestry 
subject-specific atlases. The collection also 
includes material on deposit from the 

Custer and Spearfish Ranger District 
offices.

We have been fortunate to 
have the following excellent and 
enthusiastic student workers on the 
project: Jacqueline Schieferstein, 
Tamara Schoenberger, and Katlyn 
Hillman. In addition to assisting with 
general collection tasks like labeling 
and organization, these students have 
performed the bulk of the photographic 
digitization process. Many thanks to 
them for their hard work!

The project has received two 
separate funding increases from the 
Forest Service: we first received a sum 

of $6,000 in extension funding in 2014. 
In July 2015, we signed a new Challenge 
Cost Share Agreement with the Forest to 
continue “Long-term Archival Services” 
and general curation of the collection, 
which will continue on deposit at 
BHSU while owned by the Forest. This 
agreement was accompanied by an 
additional $46,000 in funding. Many 
thanks to the Black Hills National Forest 
and Mike Hilton for their committed 
hard work and support to make the 
collection accessible for research. We 
hope to continue these partnerships into 
2016 and beyond.

http://bit.ly/1hTLdzZ
https://wrhcsd.wordpress.com/
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City approves request to make the “H” more visible
In 1955, student body president, 

Bob Temple suggested that a large “H” 
be put on a mountain near campus. 
He felt that annually painting the “H” 
during Swarm Week would be a good 
activity to generate homecoming spirit. 

The “H” was created and and it was 
painted during Swarm Week until 
the 1970s. In the Fall of 2015 a team of 
BHSU volunteers hiked to the “H” with 
paint and weed clippers, “in hopes to 
restore its former glory.” Using the 

earlier picture of students painting 
the “H” as a reference, Allison Geier 
decided it was time to recreate it.

On October 19th, 2015, the Spearfish 
City Council gave the go-ahead to 
BHSU students for a three year plan 

for making the “H” more 
visible. 

The Black Hills Pioneer 
also published an article 
about this project.  
http://www.bhpioneer.
com/article_21810116-
79c7-11e5-8e43-
7f310127e6e1.html

Social Studies courses, perhaps 
more than any other discipline, require 
students to read a wide variety of texts 
(e.g. primary and secondary sources, 
letters, poetry, fiction, non-fiction, 
speeches, images, and textbooks). As 
a Social Science Teacher Educator, it 
is important for me to offer students 
resources for successful curriculum 
development and instructional 
materials for their classroom. My first 
recommendation is always getting 
to know your school’s librarian, who 
can be a wealth of knowledge about 
their various collections. With this 
recommendation in mind, I asked Bobbi 
Sago to collaborate developing a lesson 
on using primary sources to teach 
local history and geography. A special 
visit and tour of our university’s Case 
Library and archives was provided and 
different stations for students to explore 
and analyze various artifacts, written 
documents, sound recordings, and 
photos. Each semester we have created 
this project together, we are finding more 
and more students excited to use such 
resources in the classroom.

Our day in the Case Library at Black Hills State Univeristy
By Cody Lawson

Assistant Professor, School of Education
Elementary Education Program Coordinator

http://dlsd.sdln.net/
http://iis.bhsu.edu/lis/specColl/

Examining primary sources -- 
such as original photographs, maps, 
letters, diaries, journals, artifacts, and 

Continued on page 4 

legal documents, as well as electronic 
versions of these articles -- helps 

Savannah Huntley, 
BHSU History 
Education major and 
Athletic Coaching 
minor, is the recipient 
of this year’s Friends 
of Case Library 
Freshman History 

Scholarship. Savannah is from Rapid 
City and is a graduate of Rapid City 
Christian High School. While she has 
had a lifelong interest in history, it 
was her high school history teacher, 
Ms. Prahl, who, “truly lit the fire in me 
about history.” Savannah describes 
Ms. Prahl as “amazing.” During her 
senior year, Savannah worked in Ms. 
Prahl’s classroom as a teacher’s aide. 

Savannah’s mother, Dawn Huntley, is a 
1996 graduate of BHSU and suggested 
that Savannah tour the BHSU campus. 
Savannah says that she immediately felt 
at home here. She adds, “The staff and 
students here were so welcoming, the 
atmosphere on campus was happy, and 
everything just seemed like a perfect fit 
for me. I have found out that I made the 
right choice!”

Savannah is on the BH cross country 
and track team. In addition to running, 
she enjoys hiking, reading and cooking 
in her free time. She is enjoying all her 
classes this semester, however, she is 
surprised to find that she is particularly 
enthusiastic about her theater class. On 
top of reading and acting in the plays 

she said she is happy to see how much 
history is involved in the class.

Savannah’s favorite time periods 
in history are Ancient Greece and all of 
U.S. History, particularly the Civil War. 
When asked about her career goals she 
says, “I would like to be a high school 
history teacher and have an impact 
on my students’ lives.” She also plans 
to coach cross country and track. We 
congratulate Savannah on receiving the 
scholarship and wish her well in her 
academic and future careers. 

Savannah Huntley receives 2015 Friends of Case Library Scholarship

The project to process and digitize 
The Black Hills National Forest Historical 
Collection met the following goals in 
2014-2015: 

● Physical processing was 
completed. All collection items 
were housed or rehoused in 
archival-safe folders, envelopes, 
boxes, and other containers.

● A collection inventory and 
finding aid were completed. 
Both documents are available for 
researcher use on the Case Library 
website here: http://iis.bhsu.edu/
lis/specColl/BHNF.cfm 

● Digitization of photographic 
materials began in March 2014 and 
has been ongoing since. Currently 

there are over 7,100 Black Hills 
National Forest images available 
for research in the DLSD. 

● Digitization of selected historical 
manuscript materials began 
in December 2014 and is now 
continuing.

Update...
The Black Hills National Forest Historical 
Collection Project:  Achievements and Future Goals

How to donate to the scholarship
Donations to the Friends of Case Library Scholarship can be sent to:
 University Advancement
 Black Hills State University
 1200 University, Unit 9506
 Spearfish, SD  57799-9056
Please make checks payable to the BHSU Foundation. Let them know that the gift is 
for the Friends of Case Library Scholarship. Or you can donate online at:  
http://bit.ly/RFNAsG

How to apply for the scholarship
To apply for scholarships, students can go to the online application form:   
http://bit.ly/SPURVn

Continued on page 7

By Anna Gaffey
Project Archivist

http://iis.bhsu.edu/lis/specColl/BHNF.cfm
http://iis.bhsu.edu/lis/specColl/BHNF.cfm
http://bit.ly/RFNAsG
http://bit.ly/SPURVn
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Recent additions to the Digital Library of South Dakota
Here are some examples of images recently added to DLSD. To view the entire database, go to: http://bit.ly/NP7rYk. 

Archives20150727 
Student National 
Education Association 
Swarm Day Parade 
Float, 1963

Archives20150729
Track and Field  
runners 1963

Archives20150754 
1963 Wrestling Team, 
Norman Neu, Jerry 
Christofferson, John 
Mattson, Douglas 
Glader, Don Brech, and 
Bob Brown.

BHNF20151331
Title:  Tuberculosis 

hospital building, 
Sanator

Caption:  “Tuberculosis 
Sanatorium Sanator 
(Custer) S. Dak.”

BHNF20151343
Title:  Lead municipal 

reservoir
Caption:  “Lead Reservoir 

near view Black Hills 
N.F. Lawrence County 
South Dakota”

BHNF20151358
Title:  Shovel, Bismarck 

Dam construction
Caption:  “Diesel shovel, 

Bismarck Dam, Harney 
National Forest”

BHNF20151373
Title:  CBH (Roubaix) 

Dam spillway, Forest 
Service Shield

Caption:  “Shield in Lake 
Roubaix Spillway”

Help us preserve our history:
 These links are to the Society of American Archivists pamphlets on donating your personal papers or 
business records to an archive.
 Please consider donating your historical photographs, scrapbooks, diaries, personal and family papers, 
and business or organizational records relating to the history of the Black Hills to the Case Library (or another 
favored archives or museum). http://bit.ly/tJHmg6      http://bit.ly/w0FrMZ

Follow Us!  

The Leland D. Case Library for Western 
Historical Studies is on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
CaseLibrary

Our Day in the Case Library Continued from page 3

students understand that history is about 
the lives of real people. 

Using primary sources as a basis for 
student research, to raise questions about 
larger social and historical issues, connects 
students to the world around them. One 
particular station included a personal 
journal from a student who attended 
Black Hills State University when it was 
a normal school in the late 30’s and early 
40’s. This personal account was so detailed 
and rich in context that students could 
compare to their lives today. One student 
suggested reading parts of this diary 
to her students to illustrate journaling 
ideas. Another student referred to this 
diary as a comparison of penmanship 
and elegant cursive for students to 
decipher. There were recordings in this 
diary of daily weather patterns, costs of 
grocery items, travel details, and campus 
news and happenings. This one station 
of showcasing such an important part 
of local history inspired my students to 
discover and explore more about that 
time on campus. Skills include: activating 
prior knowledge, making predictions, 
visualizing the text, asking and answering 
questions, using graphic organizers, 
summarizing the text, and analyzing 
that text. They provide students with an 
opportunity to interpret original, unedited 
data for themselves, rather than passively 
accepting the interpretations of others. 
Using primary sources, such as the display 
stations in our Case Library, encourages 
students to look at history from multiple 
perspectives and place historical events 
not just in chronological order but in a 
social context. Finally, students come to 
realize the value of supporting historical 
interpretation with physical evidence 
when submersed in such rich history right 
at their fingertips. Some of the questions 

we discussed as a class following our visit 
to the Case Library are listed below. 
 

1. How do you decide which 
primary sources to use?

2. What factors do you believe 
are important as you introduce 
primary sources to your students 
for the first time?

3. What student groupings, teaching 
methods, and graphic organizers 
might you use to support student 
focus and success?

4. How do you judge students’ 
success when they use primary 
sources

5. Have students analyze a primary 
source, asking questions such 
as, Who wrote the source? Why? 
When? Where? and What were 
the consequences? 

6. Analyze another primary source 
about the same event that 
provides a different point of view. 

7. Compare the sources, suggest 
reasons for the different points 
of view, discuss the credibility of 
each source, and reflect on how 

they might determine which point 
of view best represents the event. 

In focus on reading informational 
texts, as supported and outlined in the 
new Common Core State Standards, 
librarians help students build knowledge, 
gain insight, explore possibilities, and 
broaden their perspective.

Our Elementary Social Science 
Methods cohort explored all that our 
history in the Black Hills has to offer 
by taking a field trip to the Western 
Heritage Center and aligning artifacts 
and exhibits with Social Science standards 
for South Dakota. Our Rapid City cohort 
of Elementary Social Science Methods 
students toured the Journey Museum.

These experiences were only possible 
and this lesson on primary source material 
in teaching social studies was such a 
success due to the collaboration between 
teacher, librarian, and museum education 
staff. I look forward to future events to 
support our community libraries and 
museums.
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minor, is the recipient 
of this year’s Friends 
of Case Library 
Freshman History 

Scholarship. Savannah is from Rapid 
City and is a graduate of Rapid City 
Christian High School. While she has 
had a lifelong interest in history, it 
was her high school history teacher, 
Ms. Prahl, who, “truly lit the fire in me 
about history.” Savannah describes 
Ms. Prahl as “amazing.” During her 
senior year, Savannah worked in Ms. 
Prahl’s classroom as a teacher’s aide. 

Savannah’s mother, Dawn Huntley, is a 
1996 graduate of BHSU and suggested 
that Savannah tour the BHSU campus. 
Savannah says that she immediately felt 
at home here. She adds, “The staff and 
students here were so welcoming, the 
atmosphere on campus was happy, and 
everything just seemed like a perfect fit 
for me. I have found out that I made the 
right choice!”

Savannah is on the BH cross country 
and track team. In addition to running, 
she enjoys hiking, reading and cooking 
in her free time. She is enjoying all her 
classes this semester, however, she is 
surprised to find that she is particularly 
enthusiastic about her theater class. On 
top of reading and acting in the plays 

she said she is happy to see how much 
history is involved in the class.

Savannah’s favorite time periods 
in history are Ancient Greece and all of 
U.S. History, particularly the Civil War. 
When asked about her career goals she 
says, “I would like to be a high school 
history teacher and have an impact 
on my students’ lives.” She also plans 
to coach cross country and track. We 
congratulate Savannah on receiving the 
scholarship and wish her well in her 
academic and future careers. 

Savannah Huntley receives 2015 Friends of Case Library Scholarship

The project to process and digitize 
The Black Hills National Forest Historical 
Collection met the following goals in 
2014-2015: 

● Physical processing was 
completed. All collection items 
were housed or rehoused in 
archival-safe folders, envelopes, 
boxes, and other containers.

● A collection inventory and 
finding aid were completed. 
Both documents are available for 
researcher use on the Case Library 
website here: http://iis.bhsu.edu/
lis/specColl/BHNF.cfm 

● Digitization of photographic 
materials began in March 2014 and 
has been ongoing since. Currently 

there are over 7,100 Black Hills 
National Forest images available 
for research in the DLSD. 

● Digitization of selected historical 
manuscript materials began 
in December 2014 and is now 
continuing.

Update...
The Black Hills National Forest Historical 
Collection Project:  Achievements and Future Goals

How to donate to the scholarship
Donations to the Friends of Case Library Scholarship can be sent to:
 University Advancement
 Black Hills State University
 1200 University, Unit 9506
 Spearfish, SD  57799-9056
Please make checks payable to the BHSU Foundation. Let them know that the gift is 
for the Friends of Case Library Scholarship. Or you can donate online at:  
http://bit.ly/RFNAsG

How to apply for the scholarship
To apply for scholarships, students can go to the online application form:   
http://bit.ly/SPURVn

Continued on page 7

By Anna Gaffey
Project Archivist

http://iis.bhsu.edu/lis/specColl/BHNF.cfm
http://iis.bhsu.edu/lis/specColl/BHNF.cfm
http://bit.ly/RFNAsG
http://bit.ly/SPURVn
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Case Library Updates Continued from page 1

I continue to work with students 
in BH classes. This semester I gave 
tours and library instruction to Tom 
Arnold’s Historiography class and Jace 
DeCory’s Siouan Culture class. Cody 
Lawson once again brought her K-8 
Social Science Methods class in for a 
tour and a workshop on using primary 
resources in the classroom. 

Anna, our student workers, and I 
continue to add images to the DLSD 
online database. The Black Hills 
National Forest Historical Collections 
online collection has 7,120 items. The 
Archives collection contains 2,295 
items. 

We have received several new 
collections this year. The Elsa Jane 
Scoggin Bunney Collection contains 
photos and artifacts belonging to 
contains photos and artifacts belonging 
to an alumna with a distinguished 
career as a World War II correspondent.

The John Freeman Papers contain 
Freeman’s research for his book Black 
Hills Forestry: a History. 

The Case Library also received the 
Upper Valley Extension Club Records. 
This collection contains the secretary’s 
books, photograph albums, and 
newspaper articles that document the 
club’s activities from 1914-1982. This 
collection complements our Lawrence 
County Extension Office Records and 
the collections from other extension 
clubs that we hold. 

Joanna Jones and Laurie Williams-
Hayes have donated a copy of their 
book, Shakespeare and the Crown Jewel: A 
Story of The Matthews Opera House. 

The Timberlake Historical Society 
and Museum donated the exhibit 
catalog for their art exhibit titled, “Sea 
of Grass”. In addition to showing the 
work, the catalog contains biographies 
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for each of the South Dakota artists 
who created the paintings. To read 
more about the exhibit go to their 
webpage: http://bit.ly/1lMZbdu.  

The BHSU library director, Dr. 
Warren Wilson, has reinvigorated the 
Case Library Committee with new 
members from the community as well 
as from campus. Dr. David Wolff, 
Professor Emeritus is continuing as 
Chair of the committee. Carolyn Weber 
from the Homestake Adams Research 
Cultural Center, and Paul Higbee, local 
historian and writer have agreed to 
serve on the committee. BHSU Faculty 
members on the committee are: Jace 
DeCory (Indian Studies), Adam Bailey 
(Business), Vincent King (English), 
Jason Daniels (History), Cody Lawson 
(Education), and Courtney Huse-Wika 
(English).  
I look forward to working with them 
and moving Case Library forward.

Students examining photographs from the 
W. R. Cross Collection

Students examining a diary

Renowned Historian 
and Author receives 
Honorary Doctorate 

Jerome Greene, esteemed alumnus, renowned 
historian on Frontier Military history and American 
Indian history and award winning author received an 
honorary doctorate at the Fall 2015 Commencement 
Ceremony December, 12th.  
 On Friday December 11th, Greene spoke on his latest work, American 
Carnage: Wounded Knee, 1890, which received the Western Writers of America 
Spur Award for Best Western Historical Nonfiction and was a finalist for 
the 2014 Stubbendieck Great Plains Distinguished Book Award. Jerome 
Greene has designated the Leland D. Case Library as the future home for his 
extensive library and research material.

The Black Hills Historian
(The Case Library Newsletter)

Contact info
Case Library is located on the second 
floor of the E.Y. Berry Library-
Learning Center on the campus of 
Black Hills State University.
Hours are now 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Appointments aren’t necessary, but 
if you are making a special trip to 
campus, call (605) 642-6361 to make 
sure we are here. You can also contact 
Bobbi at Roberta.Sago@BHSU.edu.

Leland D. Case Library for Western 
Historical Studies:

Black Hills State University
1200 University, Unit 9676
Spearfish, SD  57799-9676
605-642-6361
Roberta.Sago@BHSU.edu

Case Library Web Pages
http://iis.bhsu.edu/lis/specColl/

Friends of Case Library Web Page 

http://iis.bhsu.edu/lis/specColl/
friendsOfCase.cfm Click on Friends 
of Case Library on left menu.

Local happenings 

Spearfish Area Historical Society – Monthly programs, http://bit.ly/T48UJw 

 
Lawrence County Historical Society – For upcoming events see their webpage http://bit.ly/151Fbs4 

 
South Dakota Railroad Museum: http://bit.ly/1hTLdzZ

 
South Dakota State Railroad Museum – For upcoming events see their webpage http://bit.ly/UE0b20 

 
Deadwood History, Inc. – Preservation Thursdays, for upcoming events see their webpage http://bit.ly/16NKvQ6 

 
The West River History Conference – Sharpen your pencils and tell us your story. The 24th Annual West River History 
Conference will be held October 13-15, 2016, at the Best Western Ramkota in Rapid City. The keynote theme of the 
conference is Commemorating 100 years of the National Park Service. However, paper proposals on any topic relating to 
the Black Hills and West River South Dakota are welcome. The WRHC will be taking proposals beginning early in 2016. 
General information on the Conference is available at:  https://wrhcsd.wordpress.com/. 

Black Hills National Forest Historical Collection Continued from page 6

Authors of the Matthews Opera House Children’s 
Book Utilize Case Library Resources

Authors, Joanna Jones and Laurie Williams Hayes utilized the Case Library resources 
in researching their recent children’s book Shakespeare and the Crown Jewel: A story of The 
Matthews Opera House, written on behalf of the Matthews Opera House. In this book, a 
trio of children audition for parts in a children’s theatre version of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream by William Shakespeare. The history of The Matthews Opera House is woven into 
the story and supported with final pages in scrapbook format. Laurie Hays is also the 
illustrator of the book. It is available at the Matthews Opera House for $20 plus tax. 

A Story of The Matthews Opera House By Joanna Jones and Laurie Williams-Hayes
Illustrated by Laurie Williams-Hayes

Copyright 2015

After processing, the collection 
comprises 200 cubic feet of materials.  
 This includes manuscript material 
such as books, records, correspondence, 
newspapers, scrapbooks, journals, and 
pamphlets. 

The collection also contains 
microfilm, photographs, film, negatives, 
slides (lantern and 35mm), reel-to-reel 
audio, video and audio recordings, 
artifacts, and oversized architectural 
and cartographic materials such as 
quadrangle maps, blueprints, and forestry 
subject-specific atlases. The collection also 
includes material on deposit from the 

Custer and Spearfish Ranger District 
offices.

We have been fortunate to 
have the following excellent and 
enthusiastic student workers on the 
project: Jacqueline Schieferstein, 
Tamara Schoenberger, and Katlyn 
Hillman. In addition to assisting with 
general collection tasks like labeling 
and organization, these students have 
performed the bulk of the photographic 
digitization process. Many thanks to 
them for their hard work!

The project has received two 
separate funding increases from the 
Forest Service: we first received a sum 

of $6,000 in extension funding in 2014. 
In July 2015, we signed a new Challenge 
Cost Share Agreement with the Forest to 
continue “Long-term Archival Services” 
and general curation of the collection, 
which will continue on deposit at 
BHSU while owned by the Forest. This 
agreement was accompanied by an 
additional $46,000 in funding. Many 
thanks to the Black Hills National Forest 
and Mike Hilton for their committed 
hard work and support to make the 
collection accessible for research. We 
hope to continue these partnerships into 
2016 and beyond.

http://bit.ly/1hTLdzZ
https://wrhcsd.wordpress.com/
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The Black Hills Historian
 Newsletter of the Friends of Case Library

Spring
2016

Mission: The Leland D. Case Library preserves and promotes the history of the Black Hills, South Dakota, 
and the Northern Great Plains. We collect historical materials and provide professional collection care.
We are service oriented and assist with the research needs of the University, the community, and the world.

Continued on next page 

Friends of Case Library
Join Today!

□  Annual Individual: $10

Name: ______________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________

Address:
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Phone: (home) _______________________
(cell) _______________________________

E-mail:
____________________________________
Please return to:

Bobbi Sago, Special Collections Librarian
Leland D. Case Library
Black Hills State University
1200 University St., Unit 9676
Spearfish, SD 57799-9676

1960 Swarm Days queen and court, Shirley Oudin, Carol Fitzgerald, Sharon 
Williamson, Theo Bickerdyke, Mary Kay Hanson.

Leland D. Case Library
Black Hills State University
1200 University Street, Unit 9676
Spearfish, SD  57799-9676

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Case Library Updates:  

Men Golfing at Spearfish Country Club, 1926 Photograph from the Lown Photograph Collection

From the Archives 

By Bobbi Sago
Special Collections Librarian/Archivist

A new school year has started and 
things are as busy as ever around the 
Case Library and University Archives. 
There have been several big changes. 
First, due to University budget cuts, 
staff hours have been cut and the 
reading room is only scheduled to 
be open 1-5 Monday through Friday. 
Second, long time student workers, 
Jessica Skorheim, Thawney Stottler, and 
Elizabeth Leonhardt have graduated. 
Now employed in the Case Library are 
Emily Jacoway, a junior Environmental 
Physical Science major from Sioux Falls 
and Ian Gunderson, a senior History 
major from Piedmont. Both are excellent 
additions to the Case Library staff.

Over the past year or so I’ve focused 
most of my time on creating better 
access to our manuscript collections 
by creating guides and finding aids for 
them. We have nearly 200 collections 
varying in size from one item to 576 
boxes of material. We have prepared 
guides for 135 of these collections and 
they are or will be available on this web 
page: http://bit.ly/1RQj0g0.  

The E. Y. Berry papers and the 
Black Hills National Forest Historical 

Collection are our largest collections. 
Anna Gaffey prepared the finding 
aid for the Black Hills National Forest 
Historical Collection and it was put 
online last year. Over the summer I 
transcribed the old paper inventory for 
the E. Y. Berry Papers and formatted it to 
be put online as well. It can be browsed 
at http://bit.ly/1Rn4VXZ. A  searchable 
database of the finding aid is available 
at http://bit.ly/1J3X6yX. Berry was the 
South Dakota 2nd District representative 
to the U. S. Congress from 1951-1971. 
This collection contains information on 
a vast array of topics important to both 
South Dakota and the Nation during 
Berry’s 20 years in office. Last spring 
there was an increase in patron use of this 
collection making the need to have the 
finding aid online imperative. 

Another big project that is in process is reframing the Lyndle Dunn artwork 
is located on the second floor of the library. More than 40 years of display left the 
wooden frames brittle and the glass foggy, obscuring the true artistic value of the 
works. BHSU Art Professor, Dave Wilson, is leading this project. There are over 60 
pieces of art and reframing them will take approximately a year. When the project 
is complete I will redo the collection flyer and we will have an opening reception 
for the work.

At graduation in 1971 E. Y. Berry 
received an honorary degree.

Spearfish, South Dakota

http://bit.ly/1J3X6yX

